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materials pertinent to the student with visual impairments are reading texts, technol-
ogy adaptations, daily writing journals, workbooks, maps, and charts.

Functional Vision Evaluation
Each child’s ability to use vision is unique, and the ability to use what vision the 
child has (visual efficiency) may be improved through specific programs of instruc-
tion. An important element in planning an educational program for children with 
visual impairments is assessment of a student’s present functional vision. In other 
words, an assessment is needed to see how well each student uses vision to complete 
a specific task.

Because of the role that vision plays in the overall development of each child, a 
functional vision evaluation must be performed before all other educational evalua-
tions. This is to ensure that each child will have access to the materials and equipment 
needed to participate and perform to the best of his or her abilities. Under the supervi-
sion of a teacher of students with visual impairments, each pupil must be observed in a 
variety of environments that occur throughout the student’s daily routine. This obser-
vation must include the student performing various tasks that require both near and 

functional vision: How well students 
use the vision they have to complete a 
specific task.

Report From Eye Physician

This report is to be used in educational planning.

Student name: John Doe: Age 10 years

Date of examination: November 4, 2017 Physician name: David Seebetter, MD

Visual acuity without Rx
Visual acuity with Rx

Near:
Near:

20/350
20/200

Far:
Far:

20/400
20/400

Current Rx: Spectacles for protection only. UV sunglasses recommended.

Diagnosis/etiology: Affects:

Retinopathy of prematurity Central vision      Peripheral vision   X 

Prognosis: Vision has been stable for the past year; return visit in one year for follow-up examination.

Medication:
Other treatment:

None
None

Low vision devices: Near:
Far:

Handheld magnifier—8x magnification; closed circuit TV
Monocular telescope

Technology needed: Closed circuit TV, speech reader on computer, radio reading service, slow-speed tape recorder, talking watch, talking 
calculator

Print size: Large print
Closed circuit TV/size print
Bold line paper

    
  X 
  X 

Self-adjust

Braille Braille
Books on tape

  X 
  X 

Braille should be considered for speed of reading and comprehension.

Classroom modifications Lighting
Seating preference

  
  X  Near teacher or class activity; special table for Brailler, CCTV

  FIGURE 13.4  Ocular Report




